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GLOSSARY 

 Definitive host: Host in which the parasite passes its sexual adult life; also called primary or 

final host 

 Digenetic parasite: Parasite that requires two hosts; definitive and intermediate; to complete 

its life cycle 

 Endoparasite: Parasite that lives within the body of host and derives its nutrition 

 Hyaline sheath:  A thin and transparent covering 

 Juvenile: Young and sexually immature stages  

 Nocturnal periodicity: During day time, the microfilariae reside in the large and deeper 

blood vessels of various organs while, during night, they appear in the peripheral blood 

vessels  

 Ovo-viviparity: A mode of reproduction in which organisms give birth to active embryo, i.e., 

embryo develop inside eggs retained within the mother's body until they are ready to hatch. 

 Sexual dimorphism: Conspicuous morphological differences between male and female  
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