
 

 

Horizontal Excavation:Excavation of Towns and Fortifications  

5.1 Do you know? 

Description Image Source 

The grid method of 

excavation is called 

Wheeler-Kenyon method. 

 

The 

excavation at 

Keezhadi 

(Keeladi) 

Early 

Historic Site, 

Tamil Nadu. 

Courtesy: 

ASI, 

Amarnath 

Taking cross sections of 

walls,fortification and 

moats can help to 

understand the 

stratigraphy and the 

relationships. 

 

Excavation at 

the Harappan 

Site of 

4MSR, 

Binjore, 

Rajasthan. 

Courtesy: 

ASI 

Source:https:

//www.harap

pa.com/blog/

indus-

industry-

binjor-

rajasthan 

Settlement pattern and 

landscape archaeology 

studies require horizontal 

excavations and surface 

survey. 

 

A layout of 

houses at the 

Chalcolithic 

site of 

Inamgaon, 

Maharashtra. 

Source: 

Deccan 



 

 

College  

Exposing the Layout of 

structures is an important 

objective of horizontal 

excavations.  

 

Layout of structures at Daimabad 

Source: ASI 

https://www.

cambridge.or

g/core/books/

archaeology-

of-south-

asia/early-

historic-

tradition-

c1900200-

bce/0F9284A

A45A3057A

8B2F4562B

C22FE14 

Excavation of moats and 

tanks, and off-site features 

can help understand the 

settlement contexts and 

environmental 

interactions. 

 

Water 

Reservoir at 

the Site of 

Dholavira, 

Gujarat 

Source: ASI 

and 

http://www.g

ujarattourism

.com/destinat

ion/details/12

/339 

http://www.gujarattourism.com/destination/details/12/339
http://www.gujarattourism.com/destination/details/12/339
http://www.gujarattourism.com/destination/details/12/339
http://www.gujarattourism.com/destination/details/12/339
http://www.gujarattourism.com/destination/details/12/339


 

 

Disadvantages of baulks: 

Baulks can obscure the 

evidence, and disturb the 

process of interpreting the 

ancient settlement layouts 

more accurately.  

 

Wheelerôs 

Excavation at 

Arikamedu. 

Source: ASI 

Baulks contribute to the 

understanding of 

stratigraphy, and they help 

maintain control in large-

scale excavations. 

 

The 

Harappan 

site of 

Binjore, 

Rajasthan 

Source: ASI 

Identification of working 

levels, foundation trench, 

floor levels, postholes are 

important during the 

archaeological 

excavations. 

Mudbrick 

Floors and 

other features 

the Harappan 

site of 

Binjore, 

Rajasthan 

Source: ASI 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.2 Timeline 

Horizontal Excavations of Harappan/Indus Valley and Other Sites of India 

Timelines Image Description 

1920s 

 

Marshalôs Excavation 

1922-1927 at 

Mohenjodharo  

Source: 

https://www.harappa.com/

slide/southern-buildings-

course-excavation-south-

west 



 

 

1920s 

 

Marshalôs Excavation 

1922-1927 at 

Mohenjodharo  

https://www.harappa.com/

slideshows/marshalls-

mohenjo-daro-1922-27 

1920s 

 

Excavation at 

Bulandibagh, Pataliputra, 

Bihar by J.A. Page and 

M.Ghosh in 1926-27  

http://www.asi.nic.in/asi_e

xca_imp_bihar.asp 

1930s 

 

Kiln excavated by Macay at Mohenjodharo in the 

1930s 

Excavation at 

Mohenjodharo by 

Mackay. 

Source: 

https://www.penn.museum

/sites/expedition/w-

norman-brown-americans-

excavating-in-british-

india/ 



 

 

1950 

 

Wheelers Mohenjodharo 

Excavations  

Source; 

https://www.harappa.com/

slide/mohenjo-daro-

granary-excavations-91 

1950s 

 
 

Excavation at Lothal By S.R. Rao 

Excavation at Lothal 

Source: 

://www.harappa.com/blog/

lothal-and-mohenjo-daro-

3-similarities 

1990s 

 

Excavation at Dholavira 

by Archaeological Survey 

of India (R.S. Bhist) 

Source: 

http://asi.nic.in/asi_exca_2

007_dholavira.asp 


